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Welcome to the first issue of the Network’s 
newsletter. This newsletter provides an update 
of recent activities carried out by the Network. 
The Network, which began in its activities in 

April 2013, held its first General Meeting on 
May 9th in Quebec City. This inaugural mee-
ting was the occasion for Network researchers, 
partners and collaborators to meet for the first 
time, to learn more about the project and to 
identify their research priorities. 
Participants brought up many topics they 

wanted the project to address, among which 
the political economy of mines, local capaci-
ty, impact benefit agreements, environmental 
assessments, monitoring of mining impacts, 
health impacts, and industrial processes. A 
summary of the issues discussed is available on 
the Network’s intranet (www.miningnetwork.
chairedeveloppementnord.ulaval.ca). A second 
general meeting was held in Iqaluit, Nuna-
vut, on October 10, 2013 in order to inform 
Network participants about activities and fu-
ture plans.
During the summer, a Steering Committee 

was established to oversee the research fun-
ded by the project. The Steering Committee 
members are: Thierry Rodon (Université Laval, 
Principal Investigator), Bethany Scott (QIA, 
Nunavut), Michael Barrett (KRG, Nunavik), 
Jean-Sébastien Boutet (Nunatsiavut Goven-
ment), Andy Baribeau (CRA, Eeyou Istchee), 
Mylène Riva (Université Laval, co-researcher) 
and Julie Fortin (Université Laval,student). 
During the fall, the Steering Committee ap-

proved two projects carried by two Network 
co-researchers :

- Christopher Fletcher (Université Laval) got 
funding to update the database Northern Voices 
in Environmental Impact Assessment which refe-
rences Indigenous testimonies made during 
EIA public hearings throughout Canada.
- Arn Keeling (Memorial University) got fun-

ding for the project The Asbestos Hill Mine : 
History and Legacy which will make the history 
of Nunavik’s first mine which was in operation 
in the 1970s-early 1980s.

The Network also funded a literature review 
about social cohesion prepared by Roxane 
Légaré. This review was the Network’s contri-
bution to a project led by one of its partners, 
Bethany Scott of the Qikiqtani Inuit Associa-
tion (QIA). QIA’s project, called Understan-
ding Community Change in the Qikiqtaaluk :  
Examining social cohesion in communities affec-
ted by the Mary River Project through commu-
nity based research, seeks to understand the 
impact of the Mary River mine on the social 
cohesion of Baffin Island communities. Roxane  
Légaré, Thierry Rodon and Francis Lévesque 
participated in the workshop held in Iqaluit in 
February 2014
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Thierry Rodon obtained funding for the project Des 
mines et des communautés : Mieux comprendre les 
impacts du développement minier sur les communautés 
autochtones et non-autochtones du Nord from the Fonds 
de recherche québécois – Nature et technologie (FRQ-
NT). Network’s co-researcher Mylène Riva is also a 
co-researcher on that new endeavour. 
This project, which focusses on the impacts of mining 

exploration and exploitation in Northern Quebec’s 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal mining communities, 
seeks to 1) study the impacts of mining development 
on community social cohesion, 2) understand the evo-
lution of local employment, 3) measure the effects of 
mining exploration and exploitation on caribous and 
berries as well as on the subsistence economy.
Thierry Rodon also obtained funding from Resource 

and Sustainable development in the Arctic (ReSDA 
http://yukonresearch.yukon-
college.yk.ca/resda/) for the 
project Resource Royalties Dis-
tribution and Community De-
velopment. This project seeks 
to study the positive and ne-
gative impacts of the various 
modes of distribution used to 
allocate royalties in Northern 
communities.
Thierry Rodon and his team 

also asked for funds to the Nordic Council of Ministers 
for a project called Extractive Industries, Arctic Indige-
nous People and Sustainable Development: Cross-perspec-
tives from Québec and European Nordic Countries. 
This project seeks to establish links between Québec 

and Scandinavian academic and indigenous people. 
It involves Mylène Riva (Université Laval), Florian 
Stammler (Finland), Peter Bjerregaard (Denmark), 
Peter Sköld (Sweden), and Gunhild Hoogensen-Gjørv 
(Norway). Funding recipients will be announced in 
late April 2014.

On May 8th 2013, many Network participants pre-
sented talks during the conference Développement mi-
nier et communautés inuit et cries: Comment rendre le 
développement minier plus durable dans le Nord? Com-
munity members, researchers and students presented 
the results of their research, their concerns and their 
priorities. Organized by the Northern Sustainable De-
velopment Chair, this conference was very successful. 
The act of the conference (in French) is available on 
the Chair’s website. (http://www.fss.ulaval.ca/cms_
recherche/upload/dev_nord/fichiers/acfasactes_du_
colloque.pdf)
In November 2013, the Network was introduced 

to delegates of Québec Mines, a large conference held 
annually in Quebec City where researchers, people 
from communities and the mining industry meet. The 
Network’s Principal Investigator (Thierry Rodon) at-
tended with many students whose work is closely asso-
ciated with mining in the North.
Many Network participants met in Iqaluit on Oc-

tober 8-10, 2013 to participate in ReSDA’s annual 
workshop.
Three Network participants published a paper on 

mining development and Inuit in Études/Inuit/Studies : 
Rodon, Thierry, Francis Lévesque and Jonathan Blais. 

(accepted for publication). “ De Rankin Inlet à Raglan, 
le développement minier et les communautés inuit ”, 
Études/Inuit/Studies, 37(2). 18 p.
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During the fall of 2014, the Network research 
team will start working toward the establish-
ment of official partnerships in order to apply 
for a Partnership Grants of the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council. Network 
partners and collaborators will be approached 
during the fall to participate in the writing up 
of the Letter of Intent. The deadline for this 
LOI is somewhere in February 2015. If the LOI 
is accepted, Network researchers, partners and 
collaborators will be able to work toward the 
funding application in the fall of 2015. The 
Partnership Grant would start in April 2016, 
exactly when our current Development of Par-
tnership grant finishes. We will keep you infor-
med.
Many Network participants will be in Que-

bec City between October 29th and Novem-
ber 1st to participate in the 19th Inuit Studies 
Conference. Note that the Network’s 2014-2015 
annual meeting will take place in Quebec City 
during the same period to take advantage of 
the presence of so many people in the City.
2014-2015 will also be a busy year for research. 

Chris Fletcher and Arn Keeling will each work 
toward their respective project. Julie Fortin, a 
Ph.D. student under the supervision of Thierry 
Rodon, will also start working on the commu-
nication issues surrounding the exploration of 
the Hope Advance Bay Mine near Aupaluk and 
Kangirsuk in Nunavik. Thierry Rodon and his 
team will also develop the research activities 
funded by ReSDA and the FRQ-NT.

We are reminding all of you that we still 
welcome ideas to give our Network an official 
name.

upcoming  
eventS

Three communications will be  
presented in the upcoming month :

- Thierry Rodon. Mining Development 
and Inuit Communities Well-Being. 
Nunavik Mining Symposium, 
Kuujjuaq, April 29-May 1, 2014.

- Thierry Rodon. De l’acceptabilité 
sociale et du consentement: le 
développement minier sur les territoires 
ancestraux des Autochtones. 82ème 
congrès de l’ACFAS, colloque : 
« L’acceptabilité sociale des projets 
miniers : du Québec au reste 
du monde. Mai 14, 2014.

- Thierry Rodon, Mylène Riva and  
Jonathan Blais. Resource Revenue 
Distribution and Community 
Development and Well-Being : Evidence 
from Salluit and Kangiqsujuaq. Eighth 
International Congress of Arctic Social 
Sciences (ICASS VIII), University 
of Northern British Columbia, in 
Prince George, British Columbia, 
Canada. May 22-26, 2014.
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contacts
www.chairedeveloppementnord.ulaval.ca 
www.miningnetwork.chairedeveloppementnord.ulaval.ca 

Pavillon Charles-De Koninck, local 0450 
Université Laval  
1030 ave des Sciences-Humaines 
Québec City, Quebec  G1V 0A6 
Tel: (418) 656-2131 ext.4527 
Fax: (418) 656-3023 
Email: info@chairedeveloppementnord.ulaval.ca 
Chair: Thierry.Rodon@pol.ulaval.ca 
Coordinator: francis.levesque@ciera.ulaval.ca
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http://www.chairedeveloppementnord.ulaval.ca
http://www.miningnetwork.chairedeveloppementnord.ulaval.ca
http://www.makivik.org
http://www.tunngavik.com
http://www.qia.ca
http://www.creehealth.org/
http://www.gcc.ca
http://www.nunatsiavut.com
http://www.gov.nu.ca
http://www.krg.ca
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca

